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stood when thus viewed teleologically as a connected whole.
SENSATIONS OF MOVEMENT.
Shut up in a cylindrical cabinet rotating about a vertical axis, we see and feel ourselves rotating, along with the cylindrical wall, in the direction in which the motion takes place. The impression made by this sensation is at first blush highly paradoxical, inasmuch as there exists not a vestige of a reason for our supposing that the rotation is a relative one. It appears as if it would be actually possible for us to have sensations of movement in absolute space,—a conception to which no physical significance can possibly be attached. But physiologically the case easily admits of explanation. An excitation is produced in the labyrinthine canals of the internal ear,1 and this excitation disengages, independently of consciousness, a reflex rotary movement of the eyes in a direction opposite to that of the motion,2 by which the retinal images of all objects resting against the body are displaced exactly as if they were rotating in the direction of the motion. Fixing the eyes intentionally upon some such object, the rotation does not, as might be supposed, disappear. The eye's tendency to motion is then exactly counterbalanced by the introduction of a fac-
1 Bewegungsempfindungen, 41 et seq.    Leipsie, 1875.
2Breuer, Vorlaufige MittTieilung im Ansseiger der Ick. G-esell-schaft der Aerzte in Wien, vom 20. Nov. 1878.may still be from a causal comprehension of them, they are nevertheless easily under-
